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Anti- CIA. 
Press. Cited | 


In Slaying | ‘ 
“LaByJohn Cooley 
-and Peter Mellas~ 
 ' thnstian, Science Menitor Ve : 
5 ATHENS,® Dec.” 24—Sen-: 
ee ants eunciig mala 


Oi aed ede ances eee Shas is Sot 


Vous investigations of. 
CIA..‘‘black’’y operations: 
preceded the murder of U.S.: 
diplomat Richard S. eed 
heres... ss 

- This - early, conclusion of. 
Greek and U.S. observers here- 
about .Welch's’ assassination ~ 
late yesterday in suburban .. 
Athens seems likely to stand;: 
whatever .may. be eventually - 
provenaboutthecrime. . < : 


-. Both Greek Prime } Minister - 
‘Constantine’ Karamantis” 


government « ,and, : U. S.; : 
Ambassador Jack. Kubisch’s 
staff” were ‘working to limit : 
damage: to. Greek-American 
relations; “already badly. 
battered by alleged U.S. in-- 
volvement with the late dics. ; 
tatorship here an d the Cyprus 
crisis and its aftermath, - : 
. Karamaniis, vacationing on: 
the island of Corfu, ones 
the ambassador to express us, 


An organization calling: ‘ 


Ttself the Union of Officers. 


Struggling fol “for..the= National. 
(Weal. “claimed. -Tesponsibility._. 


“for the murder and iseatened 


to. ‘assassinate ‘other : “CTA: 
agents,’” new “agencies. : 
reported. ae, 
‘Men identifying themselves = 
as. members. ‘of the” group- 
telephoned = tAthens* : 
riewspapers’ and Said, “From~’ 
new -on you will hear: of us: 
often.” Palice; reporting eye : 
had~ never : heard: of .. the... 
organization, said. ‘they. ate - 
tached no importance to ‘the - 


Daees «bet 


-. In’ an intensive Search for? > 
the ‘three masked gunmeén who: * 
shot Welch in- front’: ‘of his < 
home, police checked hun--:. 
dreds of cars jeaving Athens: 
with-,.;..Christmas~cz-! 
holieaymakers.....- vise 8 
Sn embassy spokesman . { 
said security for senior U.S. i 
cificials here has heen stepped _ 
up. Greek police assigned 
extra guards and patrol cars ~ 
to subtirbds where. American - 
and other foreign - diplomats 


live. Approved For Release 2004/0 


~ from Beirut.iem = 


circulation - daily. a: Nea 
‘recently carried this headline= 
- “CLA, headquarters / moving : 


WADHINGVUON POST 
25 December 1975 


The murder came after a 
Greek paper called Welcn the. - 
CIA's Athens siation chief... - 

Many Greeks fromallwatks -. 
of Jife have blamed the CLA for., 
installing two army juntas in : 
power here between 1867 and 
1974+ and for the.1974 coup:: 
against’ Cypriot«President> § 
Maxarios ~and-; thes resuitingss 
Turkish invasion of the island. © : 


But an.additional basis fores}, 


the peculiarly. Greek variety: ; 


of anti-Americanism” was-.} 


provided by the emergence of” 
Athens as an alternate base to,” 
war-battered +-Beirut: ‘for? 
American businesses in: the+: 
Middle- East Abdout:502 U:S.e: 
firms. have transferred - here; 


-The-.. sensational,: =: 


from Beirut ‘to “Athens. rr The’ es 
accompanying “story __ ‘Said = 
some 200 CLA were moving to. 
Athens -“under .cover-of the | 
US. multinational Cor=.: 
porations.”’ ie : 


“Another newspaper anae 
that the American’ University-2 
of Beirut, which is’ “searcr ning=! 
for ’- funds ' .,to - continue *| 
operations */ ‘there: * would 
“move. to. Rhedes or Crete” 
and would:“‘function'as a big ° 


; deaonsteations here. act 


month,.Ta-Nea alleged it had. 
photographed “U°S. Marine 
with “machine” guns’! on the 


“embassy. roof. An. embassy 2 : 


spokesman: replied. thatthe: 
fuzzy photos really showed > 
pipes being. Sees on. the”. 
embassy roof: - Nea 
promotly seized the: “word 
“pipefitters”, : transformed it “4 
into “*pliimbers” fa and? 
reminded readers °of; the =. 
Wi atergate plumbers 


“Minister Karamanlis:: His 


. the strong, ‘tides Ob a Us 
; Sentiment. pega 


Bf Trokhine. as station chiet.. 
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murdec of Welch asa “very -; 
professional job,”:declined to 
speculate on the identities or 
motives of the kiNers. But 
three theories were. up- 
permost in Sete utatioa avout 
the assassins’ identities: 
ql). Non=: f 
Greeks—Palestinian “Arab 
Jeftists or others.opposed:to — 
any improvement.ia relations 
between the U.S.tanad: the 
Palestine..“Liberation 
Organization, . whether or. nat 
- such a group was-linked tothe ~° 
one . which, kidnaped ‘OPEC 
oil ministers.:2 in. 2Vienna | 
Monday. oe 
“Newspapers: here quoted 


' Mrs. ‘Welch as; Saying: her.-| 


husband’ stmucderers were 
three . dark- -skinned# men,” 
perhaps -Arabs._.Ta:Nea: said - 
police sources -thought..they.” 
could. be Turks :.The. im- - 


_ plication was that the murder: 


could further disturb troubled ¢ 


. G eck-cucikisie ;American.. 
: relations, La Fresh! 


(2) Greek leftist Zbreniva®: 
anxious to embarrass Prime: 


vaod *> -relations-- one With? 
Washington have~ “withstood ar 


me 


(3) Rightist:, ‘extremists: : 
perhaps linked to the junta . + 
which Karamanlis..replaced - 


- when he returaed. to pow er 


during. the Cyprus - crisis. 
Yannis Horn, publisher’ “of the” 
English ‘language’ Athens - 


“News, said he. believed no - 


“4 
Greeks were involved. but, if ; | 


_ they were,. they could. have~ Bt 


been extremists of the Junta" Se 
tnilitacy police. ste - 
One unanswered - etn 


. was who gave Horn the story - 
“naming. Welch as’.the- CIA> 
‘station chief in Greece’ ‘along | 
Jwith the- “‘hames “of other * 

- alleged CTIA officers here.’ ~ 


%In- ‘a’ telephone“ interview, 7: 


‘Horn expressed: sorrow'at the-> 
~ murder but added; MT received. 
-a piece of news st printed it; aye 


the- :U; Sc and:. Moda 
does.”.;Horn- said he knew at, 
least one cf.the Committee of *, 
Greeks and Greek; Americans‘ 
signing the-article’as highly?> 
reliable, but would’not. says 
mores iP PLT! 
Soon after the: -article ap- - 
peared other’ Athens papers © 
printed a Hst of 10 alleged 
Soviet KGB cfficers here and 
named its Soviet. Embassy 
first ‘secretary’ , Sergei 
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